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CHEERS to state legrslators and oﬁ“rmals who propose
divesting from companies with ties to Sudan, Africa’s ;
largest country, where more than 200,000 people have

been killed by genocide and anotherz

have been left homeless

Last week several state legls
lators, including sponsor Rep.

Joseph Almeida, D-Providence, -
and General Treasurer Frank .
Capr1o mtroduced leglslatlon tar ;

geting Sudan dlvestment

them.

i in abusive relatlonshlps. .

Experts say the Sudanese gov- :
ernment, which relies heavilyon
foreign investment, has shown a
historic responsiveness to eco- .
nontic pressure. That's just what .
institutions and governments |
hope to accomplish by targeting
companies that are helping sup- |-
port the Sudanese m}lltary and !

.mlhtlas trying to wipe out the
non-Arab population of Darfur.” |

Ot state may be small, but it
has'an rmportant roleto playin
pressuring the Sudanese gov- |

' ent to. stop the kﬂlmg and |

5__mrllron people

HEERS o a proposal to pro-
te ct pets that may becomeé targets

CAbill sponsored by state Rep

Peter Lewiss, D-Westerly, ‘would
- allow state judges o order an

. keepaway from
Brown University and the city alleged abuset tokeep.

of . Providence: already have:
agreed fo. dlvest from Sudan;
Rhode Tsland is one of more than
20 other states considering or
already cornmltted to Jommg?

the victim’s pets or any animals.
owned by ch]ldren in the house—
‘Thold. .

Threats agamst famﬁy pets can
deter someone from leaving an.
abusive relationship, said Zulma.
Garecia, divector of policy for: the
Rhode Island Coalition Agamst
Domestic Violence. Women who!
call a domestic-abuse hot Hine:
sometimes are rehicfant to leave

an abuser for fear of what could
happen to their cats or. dogs she

said:

Lewrss bill wouid extend sim- }_
ilar protections to those afforded :
to human . victims. Last year, |
Maine became-the first state in ;
the nation to pass such alaw, and !
Vermontand New York followed.
In addition to Rhode Island, law-
makers it California, Colorado;. |
Massachusetts Tennessee, - =
nois; New Jersey, Washlngton o

andU aliare con31 4 rmg snmlar g
Bills, < .
“Abusers are harmmg annnals '
wh_lch is despicable and criminal
to begin with, and by doing so
they are _conti;ouing to abuse their
original victim,” Lewiss said. -
“Our courts simply cannot. allow
thistohappen.” . - '
The old saying, “Pets are peo-
ple too,” rings partlcularly true
when afamily is wracked by vio-
lence. This is a simple step to help -
protect -both the. victims. of :

- domestic violence and the ani-

mals they love

-JEERS to state Rep. William
San Bento Jr.-and his bill that
wotld take slot machine revenues
away from Newport, to punish
‘the city for opposmg NeWport :
Grand’s expansion. * ° :

.San Bento, D-Pawtucket, does-
w't like that the city rejected the :
gambhng parlor’s requestto bu.lld
an addltlon He " asked, “Why
should we be giving them apor-:
tion of the take when theyre :
blocking " the ° busmess from:

expandmg”” :
LThe answer is that the crty

S

wport Grand have its’ way: or‘ :

‘we 11 take the money away, And ;

it’s no, small a:rnount of cash, |
elther last year, the city’s 1 per- !
cent share of the slot proceeds
amounted 108772,900.. -, ‘
- We have often. said that gov-
ernment on both the state and |
local levels, should not be depend- |
ent on money from gambling.
However,: as long as Newport ;

'Grand is here and paying taxes,

the state has noright to take all -

" that. money and glve none to the |

host city. - g

A Superlor Court Judge ruled
agams_t the city - Friday, saying -
only the state has the righttoreg-
ulate gambling facilities. That |
means the Newport Grand expan- | i
sioh probably - will go.forward.
But San Bento’s atfeinpt to penal- |
ize Newport for trying to protect |
the mtegrrty of:its zoning ordi
nanee is'still wror




